
Humid weather quite 
prevalent this summer 

Western Kentucky endured its 
most humid summer on record, 
with the National Weather Service 
in Paducah reporting extreme and 
prolonged humidity from late June 
through mid-August. Paducah 
typically experiences about 176 
hours each summer with dew 
points of 75 degrees or higher, a 
level considered very uncomfort-
able, but this year that figure 
soared to 446 hours. Cape Gi-
rardeau logged 479 hours, and 
Poplar Bluff topped the list with 
547 hours. Although no city in the 
region officially hit triple digits, 
Paducah, Carbondale, Evansville 
and Cape Girardeau each reached 
98 degrees on Aug. 19. The dan-
gerous combination of heat and 
humidity mirrored nationwide 
findings that many households 
are struggling with extreme heat. 
For more on Crittenden County’s 
August weather see page 3. 

Who is getting hot? 
The U.S. Census Bureau’s 2023 

American Housing Survey found 
that 10% of U.S. households or 
about 13.2 million were uncom-
fortably hot for at least 24 hours 
during the past year. Renters were 
more likely to report heat dis-
comfort than homeowners, 13.6% 
compared to 8%. Apartment 
dwellers (12.6%) and those in 
manufactured homes (11.6%) also 
reported higher rates of discom-
fort than residents of single-fam-
ily homes (8.8%).  

Chamber nominations 
Crittenden County Chamber of 

Commerce is accepting nomina-
tions for its 2025 awards through 
Sept. 15. Awards will be pre-
sented at the Chamber Gala on 
Saturday, Oct. 25 at Fohs Hall. 
Nominations may be submitted 
online at crittendencountycham-
ber.org or in person at the public 
library or Extension office. Awards 
include Volunteer of the Year, 
Young Professional of the Year, 
Young Tradesperson of the Year, 
Top Woman in Business, Critten-
den County Schools Person of the 
Year, Up and Coming Business of 
the Year, Excellence in Corporate 
Social Responsibility, Business of 
the Year, Community Spirit Award 
and the Legacy Award. 

  
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Marion City Council will meet 
Monday, Sept. 15 at city hall. 

•Fredonia City Council will 
meet at 7 p.m., Monday, Sept. 15 
at city hall. 

•Marion-Crittenden County 
911 Board will meet at 3:30 p.m., 
Monday, Sept. 15 at city hall. The 
board has established the third 
Monday of each month as its reg-
ular meeting date. 

•Marion Tourism and Recre-
ation Commission will meet at 
8:30 a.m., Tuesday, Sept. 16 at 
the Marion Welcome Center. 

•Salem City Council will meet 
at 5 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 16 at 
Deer Lakes meeting room. 

•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 8:30 a.m., Thursday, 
Sept. 18 at the county office com-
plex. 

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 
p.m., Thursday, Sept. 18 at its of-
fice on East Bellville Street. 
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False claim 
deferred  
for one year 
STAFF REPORT 

A local businessman who 
last year accused the county 
attorney of physical assault 
has reached a plea agreement 
with prosecutors that could 
eventually clear his record. 

Kent Withrow, 50, of Mar-
ion entered an Alford plea last 
week in Crittenden District 
Court. An Alford plea allows a 
defendant to acknowledge 
that enough evidence exists 
for a conviction without ad-
mitting guilt. 

Special Prosecutor Lee Rid-
dle of Madisonville offered 
Withrow a deal that amounts 
to one year of deferment or 
probation as the prosecutor 
characterized it in court last 
week. If Withrow avoids fur-
ther offenses over the next 12 
months, the charges could be 
dismissed when he returns to 
court Sept. 2, 2026. After 
that, the case could poten-
tially be fully expunged from 

 
See CASE/page 4 

Burn Bans are Now 
in Place in Crittenden 

and Livingston counties 
Flames engulfed about five 
acres owned by Brent Highifl 
and farmed by James Penn in 
a challenging vegetation fire 
last Wednesday on the east 
side of US 641 between 
Crayne and Fredonia. Crews 
from Salem, Fredonia, Marion, 
Shady Grove, Caldwell County 
and Sheridan fire departments, 
along with Crittenden County 
EMS, the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Kentucky Division of 
Forestry, and several local 
farmers, joined forces to battle 
the blaze. The operation in-
volved 8 brush trucks, 8 side-
by-sides, 6 tankers, 2 engines, 
2 bulldozers, 2 skid steers, a 
backhoe and a tractor with a 
large disk, plus a large number 
of personnel. Judge-execu-
tives in Crittenden and Liv-
ingston issued countywide 
burn bans this week. See 
page 3 for more information.

DANGEROUSLY DRY

Hodges say they 
are not sure what 
to do with prize 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Timothy and Hope Hodge 
have never tried to live too 
large, and they weren’t neces-
sarily looking to start. Yet 
last Friday afternoon, their 
quiet life in rural Crittenden 
County was interrupted 
when Timothy’s name was 
announced on live television 
as winner of the 2025 St. 
Jude Dream Home Giveaway. 

The couple, who live on a 
retirement income in a 
14x70-foot mobile home on 
45 acres of family land once 
owned by Timothy’s grand-
mother, watched the drawing 
together on WPSD-TV. 

“We were both watching,” 
Hope said. “Timothy was sit-
ting on the couch and I was 
in my easy chair when they 
announced Timothy Hodge 
was the winning ticket, and 
we just both stared at each 
other. We couldn’t believe it. 

“The second thing we did 
was say, “We’re going to be 
millionaires,’” Hope added.  

“Well, not quite,” Timothy 
added, but there will be a 

nice payday at some point. 
Timothy, 65, then re-

sponded in the only way he 
could think of in the moment.  

“I went outside and smoked 
a cigarette,” he said with a 
laugh. 

The prize is a newly built, 
2,700-square-foot residence 
in Paducah’s Westwood Hills 
neighborhood, valued at 
about $665,000. The three-
bedroom, three-and-a-half 
bath house was the center-
piece of the 20th annual give-
away, which raised more 
than $923,000 for St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital 
through the sale of nearly 
9,300 tickets. 

For the Hodges, though, 

the victory is bittersweet. 
Both in their 60s, they have 
spent recent years focused on 
health. Hope, 71, has battled 
COPD and endured hospital 
stays. Timothy, now retired, 
spent more than four 
decades on the City of Mar-
ion’s maintenance crew be-
fore leaving in 2022. 

They bought their winning 
ticket the old-fashioned way. 
Tickets were available online, 
but they don’t have internet. 
After seeing the commercials 
on television and getting an 
invitation letter in the mail, 
Timothy just wrote a check 
and mailed it in. 

It was the first time they 
had ever purchased a Dream 

Home ticket. Timothy said he 
did it “just to help the kids” 
at St. Jude. He’s played the 
Kentucky Lottery some, with 
a couple of nice scratch-off 
wins in the past, but nothing 
remotely close to this.  

“It ain’t hit yet,” Hope said. 
“It’s the most I ever won in 
my life and Timothy, too.” 

Since the announcement, 
their landline phone has 
rung off the hook. Cell service 
is spotty in the area. They 
can only pick up a cell signal 
in the driveway. 

“Friday it rang 10 or 11 
times,” Hope said. “Usually 
we get one or two calls a day, 
if that, and most of those are 
telemarketers.” 

While the house is stun-
ning, the Hodges are trying to 
be realistic about whether 
they can or want to keep it.  

It would be an upgrade, 
 

See HOUSE/page 3 

Marion couple wins Dream Home

Simms Henderson

2nd biggest meth bust in county history 

Pound of drugs, cash and 
more seized after traffic 

stop on US 60 West

STAFF REPORT 
A late-night traffic stop last 

week on U.S. 60 West led to 
the second largest metham-
phetamine seizure in Critten-
den County history, 
according to Sheriff Evan 
Head. 

Around 11 p.m., Tuesday, 
Sept. 2, the sheriff stopped a 
rollback wrecker truck near 
the intersection of U.S. 60 
West and KY 1668 (Critten-
den Springs Road) after ob-
serving it roll through a stop 
sign at the end of Crittenden 
Springs Road and travel 
without illuminated tail 

lamps. The driver, identified 
as David B. Simms, 45, of 
Nebo, was taken into custody 
along with a passenger, 
Tiffany Henderson, 37, of Ed-
dyville. 

Inside the vehicle, the sher-
iff allegedly found about 454 
grams or about one pound of 
methamphetamine, $2,600 
in U.S. currency, a bag of 
shredded cash, marijuana 
and drug paraphernalia. 
Head said the damaged bills 
discovered in a baggie are a 
mystery. 

“It’s unusual, and we’re 
still trying to figure out what 

it means,” Head said. 
Simms was charged with 

felony first-degree trafficking 
in a controlled substance  
greater than two grams, op-
erating a motor vehicle under 
the influence of a controlled 
substance, disregarding a 
stop sign, failure to maintain 
insurance and other traffic 
offenses. Henderson was 
charged with felony traffick-
ing in a controlled substance 
(meth), possession of meth, 
possession of marijuana and 
possession of drug parapher- 

 
See METH/page 3 

Timothy and Hope Hodge live near Frances on a 45-acre farm.

Rendering of a home they won 
in Paducah’s Westwood Hills
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Deaths
Cone

Claudean Cone (nee 
Crider), 91, died Sunday, 
Aug. 31, 2025. She was 
a Christian 
and former 
pastor. 

Surviving 
are children 
April (Steven) 
Knapp and 
Joan (Paul) 
Neu; sev-
eral grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Frank Cone; and children 
Craig Adam, Frank Jr., 
Nathan and Carol Cone. 

A Celebration of Life 
will be held at Grand 
Stand Restaurant, 4428 
Hamilton Middletown 
Rd., Liberty Township, 
OH 45011 from 5-9 p.m., 
Thursday, Sept. 25.

Millikan
Chantel Denyse 

“Chicken” Millikan, 54, 
of Marion, died Tuesday, 
Sept. 2, 2025 
at Deacon-
ess Health in 
Madisonville.

She was 
a member 
of the Prov-
idence High 
School cross 
country track team, 
coached baseball with 
her father, was a member 
of the cast in the movie 
“A League Of Their Own,” 
and was an alumnus of 
Western Kentucky Uni-
versity and Oakland City 
University.

Surviving are her chil-
dren, Seth Millikan, 
Teague Millikan and 
Raylee Wesley, all of Mar-
ion; a grandson, Vincent 
Millikan of Marion; and 
several nieces, nephews 
and cousins.

She was preceded in 
death by a son, Damon 
Millikan; her parents, 
George R. “Red” and 
Brenda Benton; and a 
brother, Michael Cole-
man.

Services were Monday 
Sept. 8 at Gilbert Funeral 
Home with burial in Sug-
ar Grove Cemetery.

Deatherage
William Jerry L. Death-

erage, 81, of Salem, died 
Thursday, Sept. 4, 2025 
at Livingston 
Hospital and 
Hea l thcare 
Services.

He was 
born in Crit-
tenden Coun-
ty to the late 
Robert and 
Elsie May 
( C o s b e y ) 
Deatherage. 
He spent 
most of his 
time with his 
grandmother 
Ruth Champion. A man 
of faith, he was a devoted 
member of Salem Bap-
tist Church. He proudly 
served his country as a 
United States Air Force 
veteran during the Viet-
nam era.

Deeply committed to 
his community, Deather-
age was a former magis-
trate of Livingston Coun-
ty and shared his talents 

as a certi昀ed engineer 
and maintenance super-
visor at Livingston Hos-
pital and Healthcare Ser-
vices, where he worked 
for more than 20 years.

Surviving are his loving 
wife of 61 years, Phyllis 
Deatherage; a daugh-
ter, Jacinda (Rusty) Lee 
Deatherage Renner of 
Lola; a granddaughter, 
Jacey Lee Campbell of 
Lola; a brother, Robert 
Deatherage of Kissim-
mee, Fla.; and a nephew, 
Jimmy Deatherage.

He will be remembered 
for his steadfast dedica-
tion to family, faith, and 
service.

Funeral services were 
Monday, Sept. 8 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services. Military honors 
will be rendered following 
the service, with burial in 
Salem Cemetery.

Paid Obituary

Croft
Michael John Croft, 

44, was called to Heav-
en on Tues-
day, Sept. 2, 
2025. He was 
born Jan. 
30, 1981, 
in the mid-
dle of a 14-
inch snow-
storm at 
Crittenden 
Hospital in 
Marion. He 
was a 1999 
graduate of 
Crittenden 
County High 
School.

Croft ful昀lled his child-
hood dream of becoming 
a United States Marine 

in 2003 when he joined 
the U.S. Marine Corps. 
He was a combat veteran 
and served two tours in 
Iraq, holding the position 
of forward observer and 
calling out the precise 
coordinates of enemy lo-
cations.

He was awarded sever-
al medals of bravery and 
achievement for sel昀ess 
acts he performed to save 
his brothers in arms from 
enemy 昀re. He also re-
ceived numerous awards 
for achievements on the 
home front, including 
superior performance as 
a ri昀e range instructor 
and excellence in coach-
ing his team to win the 
championship game in 
the Marine Corps Basket-
ball Tournament.

Croft experienced his 
share of pain and used 
his dif昀cult experienc-
es for the greater good 
by educating others on 
PTSD and the bene昀ts of 
soldiers owning pit bulls 
for therapy and mental 
health. He was a strong 
advocate for the breed 
and worked to dispel neg-
ative myths. He had a gift 
for connecting with pit 
bulls who had suffered 
trauma from abuse or 
had been used as 昀ght 
dogs, rehabilitating them 
into calm, loving pets and 
giving them the voice they 
deserved.

He was a talented art-
ist who loved music and 
dance and belonged to 
several dance groups. 
He was known for his 
infectious smile and 
his quirky but hilarious 
sense of humor. He will 
be greatly missed by his 

family, friends, co-work-
ers and his Marine Corps 
brothers.

Surviving are his lov-
ing mother, Deborah (Ja-
son) Luton; father, Brian 
(Kelly) Croft; daughter, 
Brianna (Zach) Her-
macinski; grandmother, 
Carolyn (James Driver) 
Rose; aunts, Jennifer 
(Jose) Gracia and Laura 
(Danny) Koon; cousins, 
Meighan (Gabe) Mott and 
Blake Martin; and great-
aunt, Gayle Myers, whom 
he fondly called “Mama 
Gayle.”

He was preceded in 
death by his grandfa-
thers, John Rose and 
Harold Croft; cousins, 
Brandon Martin and 
Jerry Lynn Myers; great-
aunt, Paulette Myers; 
great-uncles, Ronnie 
Myers, Tony Myers and 
Jerry Myers; many of his 
Marine Corps brothers; 
and his beloved pit bull, 
Rocco, whom he rescued 
from a 昀ght ring and re-
habilitated.

Services are scheduled 
for 2 p.m. Friday, Sept. 12 
at Gilbert Funeral Home 
in Marion, with burial in 
Mapleview Cemetery. The 
family will receive visitors 
from 11 a.m. until the 
service time Friday at the 
funeral home.

Military rites will be 
held at the cemetery.

Donations may be 
made to Homes For 
Our Troops, 6 Main St., 
Taunton, MA 02780, or 
Project Hope Humane So-
ciety, 1698 W. 10th St., 
Metropolis, IL 62960.

Paid Obituary

Community 
Calendar

Call (270) 965-3191 to 
share your organization’s 

meetings in this free, weekly 
community calendar. 

Suicide has affected 
more and more people in 
recent years. It does not 
matter how old you are 
or what your background 
is. This month 
is meant to 
raise aware-
ness about sui-
cide and make 
it easier to talk 
about.

–––
It is

important to
 remember:
Suicide is 

p reventab le . 
There are many 
ways we can 
help someone 
before it’s too 
late, starting 
with paying 
attention to 
warning signs. These can 
include someone seem-
ing very sad or hope-
less, or talking about 
not wanting to live. It’s 
essential to listen with 
kindness and provide 
the support they need. 
Sometimes, just being 
there for someone can 
make a big difference.

Talking about suicide 
will not make someone 
more likely to take their 
life. If you suspect some-
one may be suicidal, it is 
important to make sure 
they are safe and to ask 
if they are thinking about 
suicide. This can help 
determine what steps 
need to be taken next.

Help is always avail-
able. The number for the 
national Suicide and Cri-
sis Lifeline is 988, and 
trained professionals are 
available 24/7 to assist 
anyone in crisis or feel-

ing suicidal.
During Suicide Pre-

vention Month, let’s all 
work together to learn 
more about suicide and 

support those 
it might affect.

Often, when 
an individual 
dies by suicide, 
many around 
them express 
shock. That 
is because we 
usually do 
not know how 
someone will 
react during a 
crisis. That is 
why it is es-
sential to have 
a plan in place 
for when a bad 
day occurs 
— just as we 

have 昀re extinguishers in 
our homes or a plan for 
where to go if a tornado 
comes through. None of 
us wants these events 
to happen, but having 
a plan in place ahead of 
time can reduce harm. 
Being prepared for such 
an event does not cause 
it to occur.

To help people be more 
prepared when a bad day 
happens, the Crittenden 
County Extension Of昀ce 
is offering a class called 
Code Red. This program 
will help participants in-
crease con昀dence and 
competency in discuss-
ing mental health crises 
with youth, which could 
include thoughts or dis-
cussion of suicide. It will 
also help participants 
understand the impor-
tance of creating a safety 
plan before having their 
worst day. During the 

class, participants will 
work to create their own 
Code Red Safety Plan.

Code Red will be of-
fered for two days at the 
Extension Annex. It will 
take place at 2 p.m. Sept. 
11 and 5 p.m. Sept. 22. 
Call the Extension Of昀ce 
to sign up.

If your business or or-
ganization is having an 
event or is willing to host 

an event to have Code 
Red presented, call the 
of昀ce at 270-965-5236 
or email rebecca.wood-
all@kysu.edu.

In addition, suicide 
prevention materials are 
available free at the Crit-
tenden County Exten-
sion Of昀ce.

Together, we can make 
a difference.

September is Suicide Prevention Month

Rebecca  
WOODALL 
EXTENSION AGENT 
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE 
 

Thursday, Sept. 11
• The Virgil Jones VFW in 
Marion will have a meeting 
at 6:30 p.m. at the VFW 
building located at 412 N. 
College St. Refreshments 
will be served.

• Line dancing begins at 
9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden 
County Senior Center.

•Crisis planning starts at 
2 p.m. at the Crittenden 
County Extension Annex.

• New Era meets at 5:30 
p.m. at the Crittenden 
County Extension Of昀ce.
Saturday, Sept. 13
• Time well spent will begin 
at 9 a.m. at the Crittenden 
County Extension Annex.

Monday, Sept. 15
Marion’s VFW located at 
412 North College St. has 
breakfast from 7:30-10 
a.m. at the post, cost is 
$8 or a donation can be 
made.

Wednesday, Sept. 17
• Walk in the Park will 
start at 3 p.m. at the City-
County Park.

Thursday, Sept. 18
• Line dancing begins at 
9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden 
County Senior Center.

• There will be a fall soil 
sample class beginning at 
5:30 p.m. at the Crittenden 
County Extension Annex.
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MARION POLICE activity report 
  Data below provided by Marion Police Department compare police activity for the month of 
August 2025 to the same month in 2024. The chart also includes the previous month’s totals, 
year-to-date police activity totals and last year’s monthly average. 
 
                                                         August              July              August                 2024       2024 MONTHLY  
CATEGORY                                  2025         2025            2024           YR TOTALS       AVERAGE  

Miles driven/patrolled                                                             
Criminal investigations                                                          
Domestics                                                                               
Felony Arrests                                                                         
Misdemeanor arrests                                                             
Non-criminal arrests                                                               
DUI arrests                                                                              
Criminal summons served                                                       
Traffic citations                                                                        
Other citations 
Traffic warnings                                                                      
Parking tickets                                                                        
Traffic accidents                                                                      
Security checks/alarms                                                          
Calls for service 

1,829 
13 
6 
3 
7 
3 
1 
0 

45 
13 
4 
0 
8 

61 
229

1,630 
11 
7 
3 
3 
9 
0 
2 

19 
22 
4 
0 
6 

81 
245 

 

3,392 
6 
8 
6 
5 
8 
0 
1 

26 
14 
9 
0 
9 

71 
196 

 

1,962.1 
12.5 
7.3 
4.0 
6.8 
9.3 
0.2 
4.3 

17.7 
23.8 
4.6 
0.1 
5.8 

60.0 
214.8

23,545 
150 
88 
48 
81 
112 
2 

51 
212 
285 
55 
1 

69 
720 

2,578

MPD 270.965.3500 
Police Chief 
Bobby West 

 
On Facebook 
Marion Police 
Department 
Marion-KY

D’Anna 
Browning 
N. Main St. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.2266 (o) 
270.705.4697 (c) 
 

Randy 
Dunn 
Oak Hill Dr. 
Marion, KY  
270.853.8906 
 

Bobby 
Belt 
Harmon Dr. 
Marion, Ky. 42064 
270.704.1884  
 

Wanda 
Olson 
N. Main Street 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.704.0741 
 

Dwight 
Sherer 
Fords Ferry Rd.  
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.3575 
 

Nikki 
Conger 
Harmon Dr. 
Marion KY 42064 
270.704.6164 
 

Taylor 
Davis 
Whipporwill Dr.  
Marion KY 42064 
270.704.3850� 
 
 

Marion City Council
City of Marion Mayor Council Member | Mayor Pro Tem City Council Member City Council Member City Council Member City Council MemberCity Council Member

E L E C T E D  C I T Y  M A Y O R  |  C O U N C I L  M E M B E R S

mayorbrowning@marionky.gov Randy.Dunn@live.com bobby.belt@yahool.com Wandamarion@hotmail.com Crockets@mchsi.com Nikkiconger94@gmail.com taylorkd1943@outlook.com

Marion City Hall, 217 S. Main St., Marion, KY 42064  |  City Council meets in regular session at city hall at 5 p.m., on the third Monday of each month 

On Facebook: Marion, KY City Hall  |  Mayor’s Office - City of Marion, KYMarion City Hall 270.965.5313 

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County 4-Her 

Emme Lynch spent much of 
August in Louisville represent-
ing Kentucky youth as she car-
ried out her duties as a state 
officer during the Kentucky 
State Fair. 

Lynch, who is serving this 
year as Kentucky 4-H State Re-
porter, arrived Aug. 10 to join 
fellow officers in preparing 
Cloverville, the signature ex-
hibit that showcases hundreds 
of 4-H projects from across the 
Commonwealth. The exhibit, a 
centerpiece of the fair, draws 
thousands of visitors to see the 
best work of young people in 
areas ranging from livestock 
and crops to clothing, crafts 
and science. 

For the next two weeks, 
Lynch was a constant presence 
at the fairgrounds, working 
nearly every day to support 

contests, special programs and 
leadership events. On opening 
day, she attended the Com-
modity Breakfast, spoke about 
civic engagement opportuni-

ties, helped hand out awards 
at the poultry show and later 
assisted at the 4-H Foundation 
Ice Cream Social, where she 
networked with donors who 
help fund scholarships and op-
portunities for Kentucky 4-H 
members. 

Her responsibilities contin-
ued with the 4-H Foundation 
breakfast and board meeting 
the following day, and by Fri-
day afternoon she was helping 
judges at the rabbit show. Sat-
urday was camp day, when 4-
H camp staff from across the 
state gathered to teach tradi-
tional dances and games. 
Lynch pitched in alongside 
them, keeping the spirit of 
community alive. 

Sunday brought the Junior 
Fashion Revue, which gave 
recognition to younger 4-Hers 
for their clothing and textile 
projects. Early the next week 

she was helping with the hor-
ticulture contest, supporting 
State Teen Council Day, and 
checking out the small town 
farmers exhibits and market 
goat shows. 

Midweek, she participated in 
the Sunshine Show, a special 
livestock event for youth with 
special needs, and assisted 
with Science, Engineering and 
Technology Day. Thursday fea-
tured one of the fair’s marquee 
events, the Farm Bureau Ham 
Breakfast. The famed country 
ham auction reached an un-
precedented $10 million, a 
highlight Lynch witnessed 
firsthand before attending the 
Farm Bureau picnic and the 
Championship Drive, the cap-
stone of livestock showing 
where the state’s top exhibitors 
are honored. 

Her final days included help-
ing with agriculture and natu-

ral resources exhibits, assist-
ing in Cloverville, and support-
ing wherever needed before the 
fair closed. She returned home 
the next Saturday after helping 
pack up the massive exhibit. 

In addition to her daily as-
signments, Lynch served as a 
mentor to younger 4-H mem-
bers, encouraging them to ex-
plore opportunities in civic 
engagement, leadership, sci-
ence and technology. Along the 
way, she met donors, handed 
out awards, assisted judges 
and made connections that will 
carry forward long after the fair 
ended. 

By the close of the event, 
Lynch had represented Ken-
tucky 4-H in countless ways 
from leadership breakfasts and 
board meetings to late nights 
in Cloverville, and said she was 
grateful for the opportunity to 
serve. 

The local organization 
Friends of Crittenden 
County Public Library is 
celebrating its 20th an-
niversary with a book-
mark design contest to 
be held Sept. 10-30. Offi-
cial entry forms and 
rules will be available at 
the library, through the 
bookmobile librarian and 
from art teachers and li-
brarians at Crittenden 
County elementary, mid-

dle and high schools.  
Cash prizes will be 

awarded to winners in 
four age groups: 3-6, 7-
12, 13-17 and 18 and 
older. 

Entrants may choose 
one of two themes: “My 
Favorite Book” or “Why I 
Love My Library.” The 
contest is open to all 
Crittenden County resi-
dents, CCPL cardholders 
regardless of residence 

and students of Critten-
den County schools, in-
cluding homeschoolers.  

The Friends group is 
funding the contest. 
Prizes will be presented 
at a reception at the li-
brary Thursday, Oct. 16. 
For more information, 
contact Library Director 
Regina Merrick at 270-
965-3354 or Friends 
event chair Jenny Zim-
mer at 513-675-3633.

The Office of the State Auditor re-
leased an agreed-upon procedures 
(AUP) engagement for the Crittenden 
County Clerk’s fee account for calendar 
year 2024, a review that looks at re-
ceipts and disbursements, excess fees, 
recordkeeping, leases, contracts and li-
abilities from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 2024. 

State law requires annual examina-
tions of county clerks and sheriffs. 
Since 2018, offices with a record of 
clean audits may apply for an AUP in 
lieu of a full audit to reduce costs while 
maintaining accountability. The Crit-
tenden County Clerk’s Office received 
approval for the 2024 AUP under KRS 
43.070(1)(c). 

Auditors reported one finding: The 
clerk’s office prepared 12 monthly 
delinquent tax reports and made pay-
ments on time, but disbursements did 
not agree to the monthly report for the 
month tested. 

In a response included with the re-
port, the clerk’s office said it inadver-
tently failed to include $41 in postage 
in the May 2024 distribution to the 
county attorney during a transition of 
duties tied to a deputy clerk’s pending 
retirement. After the issue was discov-
ered, the county attorney waived cor-

rective action. 
Separately, the state auditor recently 

released the audit of Crittenden County 
Sheriff Evan Head’s 2023 tax settle-
ment, finding no issues. 

The annual review, required by state 
law, examines the sheriff’s settlement 
of property taxes and related accounts. 
Auditors reported that Head’s financial 
statement fairly presented the taxes 
charged, credited and paid for the pe-
riod of Sept. 1, 2023,through Aug. 31, 
2024. 

The report also noted no matters in-
volving internal control or financial re-
porting that were considered material 
weaknesses. 

Each year, the auditor issues two re-
ports for every sheriff in Kentucky, one 
on the tax settlement and another on 
the office fee account. 

The sheriff’s duties include collecting 
property taxes, providing law enforce-
ment and performing services for fiscal 
court and local courts of justice. The of-
fice is funded through commissions 
and fees collected in conjunction with 
those responsibilities. 

The audit information for both the 
clerk and sheriff is available at the state 
auditor’s website.
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n One key data point from from August was 
Aug. 27 when the mercury dropped to 48.7, 
which is the coldest Crittenden County August 
day recorded in more than 10 years. August 
here brought a mix of late-summer heat and 
an early taste of fall. The month’s hottest 
reading came on the 19th when the mercury 
climbed to 96°, accompanied by a sweltering 
heat index of 106°. Just over a week later, a 
cool snap dropped morning lows to 48° on the 
27th, the chilliest mark of the month and a re-
minder that autumn is around the corner. 
Rainfall was sparse, with only two measurable 
events totaling about 4 inches for the month. 
The heaviest came on August 26 when a 
soaking 1.7" fell. Otherwise, most days stayed 
dry, and seven afternoons topped 90°. Over-
all, August averaged 74.6°, about normal for 
late summer, with warm days balanced by 
cooler nights as the month drew to a close. 
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HOUSE 
Continued from page 1 

they said, but taxes, in-
surance and utilities on 
such a huge home might 
be too much for their re-
tirement income.  

For now, the couple 
plans to visit Paducah 

soon to see the home in 
person.  

“We haven’t decided 
what to do with it,” Tim-
othy said. “We’re trying 
to figure it all out.” 

Hope agreed. “We are 
going to take our time 
and decide,” she said. 

Winning has been a 

lifetime highlight for a 
couple who have spent 
their lives on the quiet 
side of Frances, the small 
community in western 
Crittenden County, 
about an hour’s drive 
from the new Dream 
Home they just won in 
Paducah.

METH 
Continued from page 1 

nalia. 
Both suspects were 

lodged in the Crittenden 
County Detention Center. 
Simms was scheduled to 
be arraigned Sept. His is 
bond was set at $50,000 
cash. Henderson was also 
scheduled for arraing-
ment this week and her 
bond was at $25,000. 

Lynch’s 4-H servce kept her hopping in August

Emme Lynch

Friends of Library celebrating 
big with anniversary contest

Exam, audit of clerk & sheriff good

Dry conditions 
promot county 
burning bans 

 
Crittenden County 

Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom and Livingston 
Judge-Executive Michael 
Willaims each issued a 
countywide burn ban 
early this week, citing dry 
conditions and an in-
creased risk of wildfires. 

The executive ordesr, 
effective immediately, 
prohibits all outdoor 
burning under authority 
of KRS 149.401. That 
statute allows counties to 
restrict open burning 
during periods of extraor-
dinary wildfire hazard 
and provides for misde-
meanor penalties if vio-
lated.  

The bans mean resi-
dents and visitors in Crit-
tenden and Livingston 
counties must refrain 
from burning yard debris, 
household waste, camp-
fires, bonfires or other 
outdoor fires. Even open-
pit cooking or grilling 
could fall under the re-
striction. The orders will 
remain in effect until 
lifted by public notice. 

 

A Louisville man was 
taken into custody Mon-
day afternoon after he as-
saulted a state trooper on 
the I-24 Cumberland 
River Bridge in Liv-
ingston County, accord-
ing to Kentucky State 
Police Post 1. 

Trooper Landon Stew-
art encountered Ravon 
Briggs, 28, about 3:26 
p.m., Monday while 
Briggs was walking 
across the bridge. Pedes-
trian traffic is prohibited 
on interstate highways, 
and Stewart stopped to 
assist him off the road-
way for safety reasons. 

Police said Briggs re-
fused to identify himself 

or follow directions. After 
verbal commands, Stew-
art attempted to take him 
into custody. Briggs then 
assaulted the trooper, 
who was able to subdue 
him with help from a mo-
torist. 

Stewart sustained a 
minor injury during the 
altercation. 

Briggs was arrested 
and charged with third-
degree assault of a police 
officer, resisting arrest, 
menacing, third-degree 
criminal trespassing and 
parking on a limited ac-
cess highway. Authorities 
also discovered three out-
standing warrants for his 
arrest. 

Trooper assaulted on I-24 in Livingston



I-24 is one lane  
in Trigg County 
until Sept. 19 

A daytime lane restriction 
on Interstate 24 eastbound 
near mile marker 62 in Trigg 
County began on Monday as 
crews repair damage to steel 
beams on the KY 124 
(Cerulean Road) overpass. 
Eastbound traffic will be lim-
ited to one lane with signs di-
recting motorists to merge 
into the open lane. Drivers 
should use caution. 

A temporary signal will 
manage alternating one-lane 
traffic on the KY 124 overpass 
at mile point 3.84. The project, 
paused in late April for addi-
tional engineering work, is ex-
pected to wrap up around 
Sept. 19, weather permitting. 

 

USDA FSA has  some 
upcoming deadlines 

U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Farm Service Agency is 
reminding producers of several 
upcoming deadlines and pro-
gram updates. 

Deadline for submitting 
subsequent acre application 
updates under the Emergency 
Conservation Assistance Pro-
gram (ECAP), which helps 
farmers recover from natural 
disasters, is Sept. 30. 

New enrollments and re-en-
rollments for the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) open 
Oct. 1. CRP pays landowners to 
remove environmentally sensi-
tive acres from production and 
plant species that improve 
water quality, prevent soil ero-
sion and enhance wildlife 
habitat. The FSA office will be 
closed Oct. 13 in observance 
of Columbus Day. 

On Nov. 3, ballots for 
County Committee elections 
will be mailed to producers in 
local administrative areas up 
for election. County Commit-
tees give farmers a direct voice 
in federal farm program deci-
sions at the local level. 

 

Students can learn 
to sew, etiquette, 
speaking and more 

Local students can pick up 
practical skills for everyday life 
through Life 101 as part of the 
afterschool Crosswalk pro-
gram. Life 101 covers money 
management, sewing, eti-
quette, public speaking, lead-
ership and other life skills. 

Classes meet Tuesdays from 
3 to 5:30 p.m. in Room 213, 
Ms. Mardis’s classroom. For 
more information, students 
may contact Brittany Mardis or 
Jeff Hughes. 

On Monday’s the Crosswalk 
program has a bike club from 
3 to 4:30 p.m. 

 

Sainthood granted 
to first Millennial 

The Catholic Church recog-
nized its first Millennial saint 
Sunday as Pope Leo XIV can-
onized English-Italian teenager 
Carlo Acutis in a ceremony at 
St. Peter’s Square. 

Acutis, dubbed “God’s Influ-
encer,” died in 2006 at age 15 
from leukemia. A skilled com-
puter programmer, he created 
a digital catalog of church-
recognized miracles that 
gained worldwide attention. 
His tomb has drawn millions of 
pilgrims, and Pope Francis at-
tributed two miracles to him in 
2020 and 2024, paving the 
way for sainthood. 

Also canonized was Pier 
Giorgio Frassati, an Italian 
Catholic activist from the early 
20th century. 

The Roman Catholic Church 
recognizes more than 10,000 
saints, though the exact num-
ber is uncertain due to lost 
records. Acutis’s canonization 
marks a modern milestone, re-
flecting the church’s effort to 
connect with younger genera-
tions. 

The United States has its own 
canonized saints, including 
Elizabeth Ann Seton, the first 
American-born saint; Kateri 
Tekakwitha, the first Native 
American saint; and Katharine 
Drexel, a Philadelphia heiress 
who dedicated her life to mis-
sions and schools for margin-
alized communities. Others 
include John Neumann, 
Damien of Molokai, Marianne 
Cope and Rose Philippine 
Duchesne. 

 

BBB warns about 
string of scams 

Better Business Bureau is 
warning consumers about a 
string of scams reported in 
September. 

Employment scams continue 
to rise, with fraudsters sending 
fake job offers using the 
names of companies such as 
Costco, Kroger and Target. 
Victims often receive text 
messages with links leading to 
phishing sites. 

BBB also received reports of 
Portlyn Shipping, a fraudulent 
company offering work-from-
home “reshipping” jobs that 
are not legitimate. Another an-
imal-related scam involves a 
supposed raccoon adoption, 
patterned after the common 
puppy scam, where “breeders” 
refuse to meet in person and 
keep demanding money. 

Scammers are also using fake 
mugshots in a new version of 

the emergency scam, attempt-
ing to trick relatives into send-
ing bail money. Local 
influencers and business own-
ers have been targeted by con 
artists posing as podcasters 
who request remote access to 
personal devices. 

Other reports involve fake in-
voices claiming to be from Best 
Buy and other companies, 
fraudulent loan offers by 
phone, and bogus calls from 
people claiming to be process 
servers. Online shopping 
scams are also surging, partic-
ularly through TikTok, with 
victims either never receiving 
their orders or receiving coun-
terfeit goods. 

Additionally, passport re-
newal scams are duping U.S. 
citizens into paying fees for 
forms that are free to down-
load from the official govern-
ment website, exposing 
personal and financial infor-
mation to potential theft. 

BBB urges consumers to ver-
ify businesses at bbb.org and 
never click suspicious links, 
provide remote access to de-
vices, or share sensitive infor-
mation with unknown parties. 

 

Candidate workshop 
coming up soon 
for local hopefuls 

Prospective candidates in 
local 2026 elections are invited 
to a campaign finance work-
shop on Tuesday, Sept. 23 at 6 
p.m. at the County Office 
Complex. Crittenden County 
Clerk Daryl Tabor will explain 
financial reporting that must 
be done before any candidate 
runs for office. The meeting is 
not mandatory but merely of-
fered to help answer ques-
tions. 

 

Globetrotters’ tour 
is coming to O’boro 

The Harlem Globetrotters will 
celebrate their 100th anniver-
sary with a stop in Owensboro 
during their “100 Year Tour.” 

The world-famous basketball 
entertainers will play at 2 p.m. 
Dec. 6 at the Owensboro 
Sportscenter. Tickets go on 
sale Sept. 22 at 10 a.m. 
through 
OwensboroTickets.com. 

The Globetrotters will debut 
special 100-year jerseys as 
they face the Washington Gen-
erals. Fans can expect a free 
5th Quarter autograph session. 

Founded in 1926, the Globe-
trotters are credited with 
breaking racial barriers, inte-
grating the NBA with Nat 
“Sweetwater” Clifton, and 
showcasing legends like Wilt 
Chamberlain and Meadowlark 
Lemon. Today’s roster includes 
men and women who hold 
more than 60 Guinness World 
Records. 
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week before publication. Submissions must include only the author’s 
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phone number and signature. Phone numbers will not be published. 
They are for our records only in order to authenticate a letter’s author. 
Letters should be written in good taste and in most cases should not 
exceed 300 words. Letters will be edited for spelling and grammar and 
The Crittenden Press reserves the right to reject or edit letters for clari-
ty, brevity and otherwise at our discretion. Writers should limit their let-
ters to no more than one per month. Original copies of submitted let-
ters will be retained in our files. Letters should be emailed to the The 
Press at thepress@the-press.com. If email is unavailable, they can be 
presented at our office or sent to P.O. Box 191, Marion, Ky., 42064. 
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10 YEARS AGO 
September 10, 2015 
n Jerry McDonald, a retired coal miner of 43 years, joined 
the Crittenden County Elementary School staff as a custo-
dian and became a balloon artist. “I just love giving them 
to kids,” McDonald said. 
n The Rocket football team won its third straight game to 
open the season after beating McLean County 31-8. Nick 
Castiller was the catalyst for the offense, carrying the ball 
18 times for 100 yards and throwing for 201 yards. Run-
ning back Dylan Hollis added a 90-yard touchdown. 
n Johnson’s Furniture and Appliance was selected as the 
September Business of the Month by the Crittenden 
County Chamber of Commerce. A third generation of the 
Johnson family was now operating the business. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
September 14, 2000 
n The Rocket boys golf team won its 12th straight match 
against Hopkinsville. Matt Stone and Jason Guess led the 
team, each shooting 39, as they defeated University 
Heights Academy 162-163. Other top competitors were 
Derrick Dooms with a 41 and Ryan Dunn with a 43. 
n Crittenden County cross country runner Schuyler Powell 
finished second in the Caldwell County Invitational on Sat-
urday. His teammates also placed, with Brandon Jackson 
finishing sixth, Megan Cavins fourth and Tiffany Wither-
spoon eighth in the girls race. 
n Seven Crittenden County High School students were 
granted state child care skills standard certificates after 
taking a test. Among them were Mary Ann Schaibley, Lind-
sey Teer and Rebecca Woodall. 
 

50 YEARS AGO 
September 11, 1975 
n Rocket football player Mark Hamby was named player 
of the week against Webster County. Although he didn’t 
score any of the touchdowns for the Rockets, he had 15 
carries for 100 yards, along with two solo tackles and one 
assisted tackle. 
n Walker Frazer and A.B. Wicker won first place in the 
Marion Country Club Men’s Golf League in Thursday 
night’s tournament, and Sam Smith and Buck Travis won 
overall in Tuesday night’s tournament. 
n The bridge on Caldwell Springs-Maple Sink Road 
washed out in late April. Drivers who used that road had to 
take a 9-mile detour, and there was talk about individuals 
withholding their taxes until the bridge was fixed. 
 

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 

 

From the Press Archives – 50 Years Ago 
Fifty years ago this week, Sheriff Austin Cook (center) and State 
Troopers Ronald Kirk (left) and David Gentry displayed nearly 
seven cases of beer confiscated during a raid in the Dycusburg 
community. The Sept. 3, 1975 bust led to charges of bootleg-
ging. The entire county was “dry” at the time.

Crittenden  Press  Letters  to  the  Editor
County attorney 
responds to case 
against Withrow 
 
To the Editor, 

Last December while leaving 
the Fiscal Court meeting I at-
tempted to speak with Kent With-
row regarding social media posts 
he had made about me. The in-
teraction escalated. A few hours 
later, as a result of Mr. Withrow 
reporting to authorities that I had 
physically assaulted him, I was 
being interviewed by the Ken-
tucky State Police. Of course, 
given the evidence, and in this 
case thankfully there was video of 
the incident along with eyewit-
nesses, I was not charged. 

Upon further investigation, Mr. 
Withrow was charged with False 

Reporting an Incident to Law En-
forcement for his accusations 
against me. A special judge was 
appointed as well as a special 
prosecutor. I have purposefully 
stayed silent on this matter as 
the process worked its way 
through the court system.  

On Wednesday, September 3, a 
plea arrangement was entered 
where Mr. Withrow entered an Al-
ford plea and his sentencing was 
deferred for one year conditioned 
upon no offenses during that 
time. I fully endorse this outcome 
and the work of Lee Riddle (Hop-
kins County Attorney) who was 
the special prosecutor. 

Mr. Withrow may maintain oth-
erwise, as he maintains many 
ideas which simply are not based 
in reality, but his plea carries the 
same consequences as a stan-
dard plea of guilty. The Kentucky 
Courts have held, by his plea, he 
may be able to avoid formally ad-

mitting guilt, but he nonetheless 
consents to being treated as if he 
were guilty with no assurances to 
the contrary (Wilfong v. Com., 
175 S.W.3d 84, 102 (Ky. Ct. App. 
2004).  

So, with his consent, I shall 
treat him as the liar he has 
shown himself publicly to be. 

It is the highlight of my career 
as a lawyer to serve as Crittenden 
County Attorney. I look forward 
to continuing to serve in that ca-
pacity with honor and integrity as 
long as I am able. It is evident, 
this county has challenges but 
we must work together, with a 
single purpose, to fix them. Let’s 
start now. Let us use this Com-
monwealth’s creed as our guiding 
principle, “United we Stand, Di-
vided we Fall.” 

Bart Frazer 
County Attorney 

Crittenden County, Ky.

CASE 
Continued from page 1 

his record. 
Withrow was ordered to pay 

$193 in court costs. Judge Bran-
don Knoth presided as special 
judge. 

Withrow was charged by state 
police with a misdemeanor 
charge of falsely reporting an in-
cident. The accusation stemmed 
from a Dec. 19, 2024, confronta-

tion following a Crittenden Fiscal 
Court meeting, after which With-
row reported to 911 dispatchers 
that County Attorney Bart Frazer 
had assaulted him by grabbing 
his neck. Video footage later 
showed that claim to be un-
founded. Frazer responded to the 
the court’s decision in a formal 
news release, which is printed 
below in its entirety as a letter to 
the editor. Withrow was offered 
the same opportunity. 

Separately, Withrow has a 
pending lawsuit against Critten-
den County over an open records 
dispute. That civil case is still ac-
tive in circuit court with deposi-
tions underway. Withrow is also 
on a two-year court-ordered de-
ferment in two other criminal 
cases from misdemeanor charges 
issued by Kentucky State Police 
for criminal coercion, harass-
ment (no physical contact) and 
harassing communications. 
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About 40 years ago, I 
went into the bookstore at 
the university where I was 
in graduate school. I went 
there to buy 
some books. I 
also found the 
woman that 
I was to later 
marry. Some 
years later, her 
father and I 
were catching 
blue crabs in 
Galveston Bay. 
It was that day 
that he found 
the lot on which 
he would build 
a house. 

I was sitting 
in my of昀ce in 
Michigan (which 
I did not do very 
often) and got 
a very strange 
phone call from a man 
who had just returned 
from Australia. As I recall, 
even after we 昀nished our 
conversation, I was a little 
confused as to what he 

wanted to do. All I knew 
was that I said “yes” and 
agreed to meet with him. 
Thus began one of the bet-

ter friendships 
that I developed 
after the age of 
40. 

I know that 
many people 
have their best 
ideas and most 
profound in-
sights while 
mowing grass 
or doing some 
other habit-
ual task that 
frees up the 
mind. Wonder-
ful things can 
happen in our 
lives while we 
are expecting 
something else, 
or nothing at 

all. But this is no accident, 
and it is not luck. I was 
“looking” for a life part-
ner. My father-in-law was 
looking for a building site. 
My answer to most ideas I 

hear nearly always tends 
toward “yes.” None of this, 
however, happens un-
less one has made proper 
preparation, or is at least 
ready to act and learn.

Serendipity happens 
when opportunity meets 
preparation. All of us pass 
by opportunities every 
day. Most of them are not 
radically life-changing, 
but they do add up. What 
if one were to take every 
opportunity to pass on a 
word of encouragement to 
those around us? It takes 
no time and costs nothing. 
What if one were to take 
one opportunity in 10 to 
help someone who clear-
ly needs a hand? It takes 
preparation to be able to 
offer encouragement. It 
takes a well-managed life 
to have the resources (time 
being the primary one) to 
help another person.

Serendipity happens 
when opportunity meets 
a life open to new hori-
zons. Openness does not 

happen on its own. There 
are some people who are 
naturally more adventur-
ous than others, but most 
of us have some capacity 
to develop some degree of 
openness to new things. 

Serendipity happens 
when opportunity meets 
willingness to act. Being 
surprised by an unexpect-
ed blessing or event is a 
昀eeting moment. Acting on 
the event requires some 
effort.

I believe there are things 
we can do that will make 
昀nding those wonderful 
things we aren’t look-
ing for more likely. It will 
make 昀nding things we 
are looking for in unlikely 
places more likely as well. 

The 昀rst is obvious – 
show up. Even when we 
don’t feel like it or are not 
quite sure what to expect. 
Few good things happen 
when we are inert. Sec-
ond, when we show up, 
be there. Pay attention to 
those around us and the 

environment. Life will put 
us in the most unexpect-
ed places and around the 
most unexpected people 
– soak it in. Carry with us 
the best attitude we can 
have in the situation we 
are in. We all have those 
meetings and events that 
we might rather avoid. 
Don’t make things worse 
with a stinky attitude. I 
have been known to be 
pleasantly surprised at 
how a quick attitude ad-
justment can change an 
outcome. Be open to new 
opportunities. Be willing 
to listen and learn in every 
place we 昀nd ourselves.

The apostle Paul wrote 
this to the Christians in 
Philippi, “Do nothing from 
sel昀shness or conceit, but 
in humility count others 
better than yourselves. 
Let each of you look not 
only to his own interests, 
but also to the interests 
of others. Have this mind 
among yourselves, which 

is yours in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing 
to be grasped, but emptied 
himself, taking the form of 
a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men.” (Phi-
lippians 2:3-7)

Life is better spent than 
saved. It is by spending 
our lives for the bene昀t 
of others that we will 昀nd 
our own. This is not weak-
ness. It is not failing to 
take care of ourselves. It 
is only when we take care 
of ourselves that we can 
sacri昀cially care for oth-
ers. Along the way we will 
昀nd what we weren’t look-
ing for – and be the better 
for it.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Finding what you are not looking for

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrant-
pc@tds.net and request a video link that 
hopefully will change your mind.

n Salem Baptist Celebrate Recovery 
meets Monday’s 5:30 p.m. with a meal at 6 
p.m., at 209 Highland Street, opposite side 
of the building from the Thrift Store.

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Bless-
ing Box located next to the church at 117 
Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone is wel-
come to take items or place them in the box 
for others to enjoy.

n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food 
pantry is open from 4-5:30 p.m., third 
Wednesday of each month in Coleman Hall 
of the church.

n Cave Springs Baptist Church between 
Lola and Joy in Livingston County offers 

food 24 hours a day, 7 days week at its out-
door Blessing Box in front of the church.

n Salem Baptist Church Thrift Store is 
open 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Tuesday and Saturday 
at 209 Highland St., Salem.

n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist 
Church in Fredonia is open to serve the 
area with free clothes. The Clothes Closet 
is operated from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. each Thurs-
day. The Clothes Closet will be closed in 
case of severe weather.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s 
clothes closet is open from 9 a.m. to noon 
on the second and fourth Saturday of every 
month.

n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist 
Church is open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. each 
Monday.

Religious Outreach

God’s always at work for our good
Question: My closest 

friend in high school recent-
ly betrayed me. Now she is 
saying I have done things I 
didn’t do. She slandered me 
on Facebook. I don’t know 
how to deal with all this dra-
ma. Can God help me work 
through this turmoil?

Answer: Yes, God can 
and will help. He is a loving 
God who cares for His chil-
dren. Instead of trying to deal 
with your problems on your 
own, start by asking God 

to give you His wisdom in 
dealing with your hurtful sit-
uation. “Come near to God, 
and he will come near to you” 
(James 4:8). He will give you 
calmness to deal with your 
turmoil. 

When dealing with the per-
son who has hurt you, take 

the high road. Don’t try to put 
yourself in a winning position 
and her in a losing one. Vic-
tory isn’t discrediting those 
who oppose us. Instead of 
seeking to get even, seek 
reconciliation. Speak kind 
words of forgiveness and 
kindness. Be merciful. Set 
aside any desire to return 
harsh words of blame and 
accusations. Winning God’s 
way is turning an adversary 
into a friend. 

In all circumstances, in-

cluding stressful ones, God is 
always at work for our good. 
One of the greatest promises 
to believers is: “We know that 
in all things God works for 
the good of those who love 
him, who have been called 
according to his purpose” 
(Rom. 8:28). Throughout 
your stress and hurt, look for 
ways God is bringing some 
good out of your hard time.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com



Travis laid groundwork for modern schools

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Following is some his-
tory of the early county 
school system and the 
improvements that were 
made because of a young 
man’s love of learning 
and education — and 
his desire to provide a 
better education for the 
county’s young people.

–––
Early History

To set the stage for the 
story, some early history 
of this young man’s life 
helps explain why the 
changes he made were 
important to him later as 
county superintendent. 
This man was E. Jeffrey 
Travis, and I’m proud to 
say he was my grandfa-
ther. Although he died 
when I was only 7, and 
I never got to talk to him 
as an adult, through old 
issues of The Crittenden 
Press I have found many 
improvements he helped 
create to make our coun-
ty a better place 
to live and grow. 
These are from 
his own words.
E. Jeffrey Travis 

— the subject 
of this article — 
was born July 

13, 1869.
“I was born 

near Bells Mines 
at the old Mill-
er farm. When I 
was 3, the fam-
ily moved to a 
farm near Cave 
Spring. We lived 
there until I was 
18.

“ S o m e t i m e 
during the 
fall and win-
ter months we 
were permitted to go 
to school for a period 
of three months. The 
schoolhouse was called 
Buzzard Roost. Some-
times my father, W.C.M., 
was teacher; others were 
Bud Perryman, Rice 
Phillips and even my 
grandfather, James Har-
vey Travis. By the time 
I was 16, I had worked 
my way through Ray’s 
Arithmetic through com-
pound numbers, had 
read in the Fifth Reader, 
and spelled through the 
Blue Book something 
less than 40 times. With 
a little bit of writing on 
the one small black-
board and my slate, 
these had constituted 
my curriculum up until 
after I was 18.

“We moved back to 
Bells Mines about 1888. 
After that my existence 
changed. Different 
scenes, different asso-
ciations, different em-
ployers — it was a whole 
different world than 
what I had been used 
to. But when I was 21, 
I had a desire to return 
to school and obtain 
some kind of an educa-
tion. I started to school 
again, to my father, who 
was teaching at Green’s 
Chapel. I went eight 
months straight.

“In the summer I came 
to Marion and attended 
a normal school for six 
weeks. The school was 
conducted by the Rev. 
James F. Prince and 
S.T. Moore. At the end 
of this school I took the 
examination for teach-
ers and made a good 
second-class certi昀cate. 
I continued teaching 
for 17 years. After that, 
in 1909, I was elected 
county school superin-
tendent, and again in 
1913.”

–––
Common Day for 
County Schools

The 昀rst improvement 
came in August 1911 
— a great day for the 
children of Crittenden 

County. This 
was the day 
set apart for 
all the com-
mon schools 
of the county 
to begin.

We believe 
that our ef-
昀cient Supt. 
Jeff Travis 
did the right 
thing when 
he named the 
same day for 
all schools to 
begin. He had 
in mind that 
the common 
school should 
be true to 
its name — 

a common day for all 
schools to begin, each 
with a worthy teacher.

It had long been the 
custom for Crittenden 
County schools to begin 
whenever it best suited 
the teacher or trustee — 
any time from the third 
week in July to the sec-
ond week in September.

The Teachers Insti-
tute would often be held 
after some schools had 
already been in session 
for one to three weeks, 
while others had not 
yet started. Each teach-
er mapped out his own 
program of study, if he 
had one.

Now, the Teachers In-
stitute is held before any 
school begins, and all 
start at the same time. 
We now have a daily 
program each teacher is 
supposed to follow. Each 
teacher has a course of 
study with instructions 
on how to use it. Every 
month, teachers receive 
a printed list of exam 
questions based on the 
outlined course of study.

Crittenden is the only 
county in the state that 
does this. These im-
provements have been 
working and growing for 
the past three years.

–––
Longer School Term
Feb. 17, 1918 — Writ-

ten for the paper by 
Supt. Travis

There was a time 
when people thought 
that three months a 
year was a suf昀cient 
length for a school term. 
Gradually it has grown 
to seven months for ru-
ral schools, and nine 

or 10 for city and town 
schools.

May I pause right here 
and ask: Is the town boy 
or girl entitled to more 
time, or better facilities 
for securing an educa-
tion, than the country 
boy or girl? No. But if 
you ask the taxpayer in 
town, you will see where 
the town child gets the 
advantage.

Nearly all the rural 
schools that did not end 
last week will end this 
week. The children will 
have little or no chance 
to continue their school-
work.

Of course, that time 
will not be wasted, but 
likely it will not be spent 
in the most pro昀table 
manner. Hundreds of 
children in the county 
will have nothing to do 
but romp and play un-
til schools start again in 
August.

Why not, then, could 
the patrons of each dis-
trict get together and 
employ some competent 
teacher to teach at least 
two more months? It 
could be done with very 
little individual cost — 
not more than $1.50 per 
month. Should there not 
be enough pupils in one 
district to pay a teach-
er, two or three districts 
could join in securing a 
teacher and let her work 
in the most convenient 
schoolhouse. I will take 
the responsibility to say 
the county board would 
cheerfully pay the nec-
essary incidental ex-
penses.

There are not many 
things that come by 
chance, or “happen so.” 
Personally, I know of 
none. Everything that 
has come to me has 
been either by my own 
actions or inactivity. If 
we want our children ed-
ucated, we must do our 
part.

Some people never see 
anything but the dol-
lar mark in a business 
proposition. Others look 
upon the larger children 
— especially boys — as 
assets, in the same class 
as mules, horses or oth-
er livestock, valuable 
because they are money 
earners. To them, the 
boy’s 昀rst duty is to do 
his part of all the farm 
work, even to building 
the plant beds ready 
to be burned in early 
spring.

After all this, he is 
ready to start to school. 
Of course, there is not 
much more of the school 
term to come, and the 
boy looks upon it as a 
sort of holiday. Before 
the teacher can engage 
his best interest, the 
school year ends. This 
same parent may then 
complain that his chil-
dren have not learned 
a thing and blame the 
teacher.

This sounds like talk 
at least 20 years old, yet 
some of these notions 
and practices still exist 
in Crittenden County. A 
census taken last spring 

shows 495 people over 
age 20 are unable to 
read and write.

The most phenome-
nal thing in my six years 
as superintendent oc-
curred last fall when the 
father of four school-age 
children sat with me an 
entire afternoon to dis-
cuss how he might evade 
the compulsory law and 
keep his children out 
of school. He even said 
that if 昀ned, he would 
“lay it out” in the county 
jail and afterward things 
would be the same. He 
admitted he had no ob-
jection to the teacher.

To my mind this is no 

less a crime than rob-
bery. We have heard it 
said many times that a 
child never pays for its 
raising. I think this is the 
sentiment of a man who 
never sees anything but 
the dollar sign. If he will-
fully prevents the child 
from attending school, 
no word 昀ts the case so 
well as “robbery.”

A little money add-
ed to the public fund, a 
few months added to the 
regular school term, and 
a little more time and 
energy given to com-
munity interests will, 
in a few years, provide 
a better school system 
and give our children a 
better-educated future. 
Let’s continue school 
into the spring months, 
as the city school does.

The longer school term 
for county students did 
not become a reality 
until many years later. 
But the groundwork was 
laid, and the idea plant-
ed in people’s minds, for 
the future.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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E. Jeffrey Travis is pictured among the other young men and women at one of Crittenden County’s early Teachers’ 
Institutes as they prepare for their new profession of being a county school teacher.



for sale
Hickory tree on the 
ground. Bring a saw, a 
way to load and haul. Call 
270-562-1910. Come 
and get it. (2t-37-p)

Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items fast-
er than they expect by 
listing in The Crittenden 
Press! Call (270) 965-
3191 to post a classi昀ed 
ad.

free
FREE Hay. Call (812) 
424-8689 or (812) 550-
6938. Located at 2339 
S.R. 387, Old Dam 50 
Rd,  Marion. (2t-36-p)

yard sale
Yard sale Friday, Sept. 
12 and Saturday, Sept. 
13 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. at 
331 Lilly Dale Rd., Mar-
ion. Summer and winter 
clothes, twin bed with 
mattress, pictures, knick-
knacks, much, much 
more. (1t-36-p)

real estate
REDUCED! House for 
sale at 220 S. Weldon, 
3 BR, 1 bath, yard barn, 
garden plot, $39,500. 
(270) 704-4445. (2t-34-p)

services
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions, rock 
driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-40-p)

notice
Old man is experimenting 
on everyone in the target 
zones from St. Louis to 
Point Pleasant to the 
Ohio River. I have Morg-
ellon’s since 1997. Put 
an ad back in this news-
paper. I will be interested 
in the information you 
have for me. Remember 
7557. (1t-36-p)

Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspa-
pers including The Pa-
ducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Lead-
er, The (Providence) 
Journal-Enterprise, The 
Union County Advocate, 
The Henderson Gleaner, 
The Livingston Ledger 
and The (Madisonville) 
Messenger and for only 
$250. Save time and 
money by making one 

call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the 
classi昀ed department at 
(270) 965-3191 or email 
us at advertising@the-
press.com.

legal notices
Notice is hereby given 
that on September 3, 
2025 Gerald C. Orr of 
429 S. Main St., Mari-
on, KY 42064 and Ron-
ald W. Orr of 1218 State 
Route 120, Marion, KY 
42064 were appointed 
co-executors of Janice 
Orr Wright, deceased, 
whose address was 310 
S. Walker St., Marion, 
KY 42064. Vance Cook, 
attorney. 
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby noti昀ed to pres-
ent the same properly 
proven as required by 
law to the co-executors 
on or before the 3rd day 
of March, 2026 and all 
claims not so proven and 
presented by that date 
shall be forever barred. 
All persons indebted to 
the estate of the above-
named decedent, will 
please call and settle 
said debts immediately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-36-c)

Notice is hereby given 
that on September 3, 
2025 Sharon V. Belt of 
2331 U.S. Hwy. 60 West, 
Marion, KY 42064 was 
appointed administratrix 
of Raymond E. Belt, de-
ceased, whose address 
was 2331U.S. Hwy. 60 
West, Marion, KY 42064. 
Robert Frazer, 200 S. 
Main St., Marion, KY 
42064, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby noti昀ed to present 
the same properly prov-
en as required by law to 
the administratrix before 
the 4th day of March, 
2026 and all claims not 
so proven and presented 
by that date shall be for-
ever barred.
All persons indebted to 
the estate of the above-
named decedent, will 
please call and settle 
said debts immediately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-36-c)

I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of 
Crittenden County Dis-
trict Court, Marion, KY do 
certify that the following 
has 昀led notice of Final 
Settlement:
Cobie Evans, of 100 W. 
Adair St., Smithland, KY 
42081, administrator of 
Charlotte Hensley, de-
ceased, whose address 
was Crittenden County 
Health and Rehabilitation 
Center, 201 Watson St., 
Marion, KY 42064.
The foregoing settlement 
is to be heard at the 
regular session of Crit-
tenden District Court on 
October 1, 2025. All per-
sons having exceptions 
to said settlements are to 
昀le same at once.
Melissa Guill, Clerk
Crittenden District Court 
(1t-36-c)

PUBLIC NOTICE-A pub-
lic hearing will be held 
by Crittenden County 
Fiscal Court at the Coun-
ty Of昀ce Complex on 
Thursday, September 18, 
2025 at 8:30 AM during 
the regular meeting for 
the purpose of obtain-
ing citizens comments 
in regards to proposed 
Ordinance O-25-007; 
related to Amendment 
to the Crittenden Coun-
ty Administrative Code 
and proposed Ordi-
nance O-25-008, related 
to Street-Legal Special 
Purpose Vehicles. All in-
terested persons are in-
vited to the hearing and 
may submit verbal or 
written comments.  Any 
person(s) who can not 
attend the public hearing 
but wish to submit com-
ments should call the 
Of昀ce of Judge Execu-
tive at 270-965-5251 or 
email yvette.martin@crit-
tendencountyky.org by 
Wednesday, September 
17, 2025 at 3:30 pm so 
that arrangements can 
be made to secure their 
comments.  Copies of 
the proposed ordinance 
may be obtained at the 
Judge Executive Of昀ce 
located at 200 Industrial 
Drive, Suite A, Marion, 
Kentucky. (1t-36-c)

bid notice
Marion-Crittenden Coun-
ty Park Board invites 
sealed bids from quali-
昀ed contractors to repair, 
clean/prepare, and paint 
the public restrooms at 
Marion-Crittenden Coun-
ty Park in Marion, Ken-
tucky. Contractors may 
bid the entire project or 
submit separate bids for 
any of the three compo-
nents: Repairs, Clean-
ing/Surface Prep, and 
Painting. Work includes 
repairing or replacing 
partitions, doors, hinges, 
latches, brackets, wall 
anchors, fasteners, and 
surface-mounted acces-
sories so stalls are fully 
functional; patching mi-
nor masonry/concrete 
and wall defects to cre-
ate paint-ready surfac-
es; pressure-washing 
interior walls, ceilings, 
stalls, and 昀oors; deep 
cleaning and degreasing 
昀xtures and partitions; 
scraping/sanding loose 
coatings, feathering 
edges, and spot-priming 
bare metal or mason-
ry; masking/protecting 
adjacent 昀nishes; and 
applying Park-supplied 
paint per manufacturer 
instructions to achieve a 
uniform 昀nish, followed 
by removal of mask-
ing, touch-ups, and 昀nal 
cleanup so the restrooms 
are ready for public use. 
The contractor shall fur-
nish all labor, equipment, 
and materials other than 
paint (including primers, 
patching compounds, 
sealants/caulk, cleaners, 
masking materials, abra-
sives, fasteners, and 
replacement hardware/
partition parts), verify 
primer/paint compatibil-
ity before starting, use 
commercial-grade prod-
ucts installed per manu-
facturer instructions and 
applicable codes, comply 
with OSHA and all safe-
ty requirements, protect 
fixtures/floors/electrical/
plumbing, properly con-
tain and dispose of wash 
water, chips, and waste 
off-site, and immediately 
report concealed condi-
tions requiring additional 
work. Contractors must 
be licensed to perform 
work in Kentucky and 
local jurisdictions, car-
ry general liability and 
workers’ compensation 
insurance (where re-
quired) and provide at 
least two references 
upon request. A mini-
mum one-year warranty 
on workmanship and re-
pairs is required from the 
date of acceptance. Re-
strooms can be closed 
to the public during ac-
tive work; closures must 
be coordinated with the 
Park representative. 
Work should be substan-
tially complete by Nov. 
1, 2025. Bids shall in-
clude either a lump-sum 
price for the full project 
or separate prices for 
Repairs, Cleaning/Sur-
face Prep, and Painting; 
a proposed schedule; 
proof of insurance; ref-
erences; and any exclu-
sions or assumptions. 
Mail or deliver sealed 
bids marked “Restroom 
Renovation Marion-Crit-
tenden County Park” to 
Marion Tourism Com-
mission, PO Box 174, 
Marion, KY 42064. Bid 
deadline noon Monday, 
Sept. 15, 2025. The Park 
Board may award the 
entire project to one con-
tractor or award compo-
nents separately to mul-
tiple contractors based 
on price, quali昀cations, 
schedule, references, 
and overall best value, 
and reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids and 
waive informalities. Site 
visits are recommended 
to verify conditions, mea-
surements, and any re-
pair parts needed. Direct 
questions to Chris Evans, 
Park Board Chairperson, 
270-704-0435. (2t-36-c)

statewide
BATHROOM REMODEL

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available. Call: 
1-833-770-0957

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited 
time, waiving ALL instal-
lation costs! (Additional 
terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by deal-
er. (Offer ends 9/30/25.) 
Call 1-866-837-5986

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-888-302-4539

BUSINESS SPACE
FOR RENT

Frankfort Of昀ce Space 
for rent: Second 昀oor with 
four large of昀ce areas, 
restroom. Of昀ce desks 
furnished. Located ½ 
mile from I-64 Lawrence-
burg exit 53A. Electric, 
water, gas, utilities and 
internet included. $2,200 
per month.  Call Bonnie 
Howard, Kentucky Press 
Association, 502-223-
8821.

BUYING CARS

We buy 8,000 cars a 
week. Sell your old, bust-
ed or junk car with no 
hoops, haggles or head-
aches. Sell your car to 
Peddle. Easy three step 
process. Instant offer. 
Free pickup. Fast pay-
ment. Call 1-844-440-
0399

BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No 
fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, 
get cash offer and get 
paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-888-
287-5615

CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite 
live TV, sports and lo-
cal channels. 99% sig-
nal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 
12 months. HBO Max 
and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or 
higher.) No annual con-
tract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-888-340-6138
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, 
call now for a free quote 
and see how much you 
can save! 1-877-548-
7494

Get DISH Satellite TV 
+ Internet!  Free Install, 
Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-855-633-
4574

DIRECTV- All your en-
tertainment. Nothing on 
your roof! Sign up for 
Directv and get your 昀rst 
three months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cin-
emax included. Choice 
package $84.99/mo. 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-866-
292-5435

CELLULAR      

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlim-
ited Talk, Text and Data 
For Just $25/mo! The 
Power Of 3 5G Networks, 
One Low Price! Call To-
day and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On 
Us! 855-841-2894

Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term 
contract, no hidden fees 
and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited 
talk and text, starting at 
just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-833-
353-2982

DEBT HELP

In昀ation is at 40year 
highs. Interest rates are 
way up. Credit Cards. 
Medical Bills. Car Loans. 
Do you have $10k or 
more in debt? Call NA-
TIONAL DEBT RELIEF 
and 昀nd out how to pay 
off your debt for signi昀-
cantly less than what you 
owe! FREE quote: Call 
1-844-262-5602

Struggling with debt? If 
you have over $15,000 in 

debt we help you be debt 
free in as little as 24-48 
months. Pay nothing to 
enroll. Call Now: 1-877-
857-0268

DONATIONS
(VEHICLES)

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to 
support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-833-984-
2146 today!

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriot-
ic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans 昀nd work or 
start their own business. 
Call 24/7: 1-833-485-
3141.

Get a break on your 
taxes! Donate your car, 
truck, or SUV to assist 
the blind and visually im-
paired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call 
Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-877-581-3053 
today!

HEALTH

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 
888-982-0374

Attention: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to 
high drugstore prices! 50 
Pill Special - Only $99! 
100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 1-877-690-2326

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 
LeafFilter is backed by 
a no-clog guarantee 
and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call to-
day 1-866-329-2415 to 
schedule a FREE inspec-
tion and no obligation es-
timate. Plus get 75% off 
installation and a bonus 
$250 discount! Limited 
time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representative 
for warranty and offer de-
tails.

SunSetter. America’s 
Number One Awning! In-
stant shade at the touch 
of a button. Transform 
your deck or patio into 
an outdoor oasis. Up to 
10-year limited warranty. 
Call now and SAVE $350 
today! 1-866-348-8793

Replace your roof with 
the best looking and 
longest lasting material 
– steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer 
up to 50% off installation 
+ Additional 10% off in-
stall (for military, health 
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-888-306-0302

HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Gener-
ator. Act now to receive 
a FREE 5-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-844-688-8576 to-
day to schedule a free 

quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move.
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real den-
tal insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 
1-855-900-7392 www.
den ta l50p lus .com/26 
#6258

INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting 
at $54.95. Plus, a $100 
gift card when you make 
the switch.  Call 1-833-
974-4780

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! 
Looking for 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. 
And Gibson Mandolins 
/ Banjos. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 
1-833-641-7011

SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take 
less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your 
family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little 
as 70¢ a day! Call 1-833-
360-5407

TIME SHARE/FINAN-
CIAL

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free 
informational package 
and learn how to get rid 
of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 
855-977-4979

WATCHES

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-
END MEN’S SPORT 
WATCHES. Rolex, Bre-
itling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Dayto-
na, GMT, Submariner 
and Speedmaster. These 
brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-833-641-6058

WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Ser-
vices: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and 
Distribution Call for Your 
Free Author`s Guide 
1-855-209-2951 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/Ken-
tucky
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the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
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discriminate on the basis of 
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family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.



UPCOMING EVENTS  

Rocket sports schedule 

THURSDAY 
Golf at Deer Lakes GC 
Soccer at Caldwell County 
THURSDAY 
Football hosts Union City, Tenn. 
SATURDAY 
CCMS Football hosts Trigg County 
Jr Pro football hosts Hopkins County  
Cross Country at Calloway County 
MONDAY 
Golf at Deer Lakes GC 
CCHS Volleyball at Union County 
TUESDAY 
Soccer hosts Muhlenberg (Senior Night) 
CCMS Football hosts Webster County 
 
Friday’s HS Football Scores 
Union County 46, Caldwell County 22 
Paducah Tilghman 55, Mayfield 29 
Murray 32, Graves County 14 
Madisonvilles 72, Hopkins Central 14 
Marshall County 28, Trigg County 27 
Butler County 52, Todd Central 0 
Hancock County 45, Ohio County 0 
Hart County 62, Caverna 14 
Logan County 45, Russellville 0 
McCracken Co. 65, Clarksville NW 26 
McLean County 24, Grayson County 7 
Owensboro Catholic 28, Apollo 21 
Mckenzie (TN) 42, Christian Co. 12 
Fort Campbell 55, Fort Knox 18 
Calloway County 48, Fulton County 14 
 

CCMS falls by 4 on road 

   Crittenden County Middle School 
lost a 14-point lead in the second half 
on the road last Thursday at South 
Hopkins. The hosts scored all their 
points in the second half en route to a 
26-22 win over CCMS. Coach Ethan 
Dossett said his team had just 15 
players due to injury and attrition, and 
fatigue was a big factor late in the 
game. Noah Moss rushed for a touch-
down and 110 yards while Kevin Little 
also scored a TD and gained 75 in the 
game. Jacoby Lynch caught a touch-
down pass from Conley Palmer. 
 
GOLF  

CCVFD hosts fundraiser 

  Crittenden County Volunteer Fire De-
partment will host its third annual Zach 
Latham Memorial 4-Person Scramble 
on Saturday, Sept. 13 at Deer Lakes 
Golf Course. The tournament begins 
at 9 a.m., with entry costing $280 per 
team, which includes one mulligan, a 
skirt per player, and lunch. Teams with 
a hole sponsor may enter for $380. 
Cash prizes will be awarded, including 
for long drive and closest-to-the-hole 
contests on all par 3s. To enter by 
credit or debit, contact Chris Cooksey 
at 270-704-1116, Scott Hurley at 254-
247-9222, or Ric Hughes at 270-988-
4653. Proceeds will benefit the 
volunteer fire department and help 
purchase much-needed new equip-
ment. 
 
DISTANCE RUNNING  

5K to benefit cemetery 

   A “Say Goodbye to Summer” 5K to 
benefit the Marion Cemetery Associa-
tion will be held at 9 a.m., Saturday, 
Sept. 27 at Marion City-County Park. 
Entry fee is $20. A one-mile fun run 
will be offered for a $10. Top 3 males 
and top 3 female finishers were be 
awarded. Entry forms are available at 
The Crittenden Press. 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

  Here are so me of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Bullfrog                          May 16 - Oct 31 
Coyote night, no lights    July 1 - Nov 30 
Squirrel                            Aug 16 - Nov 7 
Dove                               Sept 1 - Oct 26 
Crow                                 Sep 1 - Nov 9 
Canada goose              Sept 1 - Sept 15 
Deer archery                   Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Turkey archery                Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Deer crossbow          Sept 20 - Jan 19 
Early wood duck                    Sept 20-24 
Teal                                        Sept 20-24 
Turkey crossbow              Oct 1 - Oct 19 
Raccoon                           Oct 1 - Feb 28 
Deer Youth                           Oct 11-12 
Deer muzzleloader               Oct 18-19 
Turkey shotgun                       Oct 25-31 
Woodcock                        Oct 25 - Nov 7 
Deer gun                               Nov 8-23 
Turkey crossbow             Nov 8 - Dec 31 
Bobcat trapping             Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Squirrel                          Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Quail                              Nov 10 - Feb 10 
 

Archers have taken 41 deer 

   Crittenden County archers and 
crossbow hunters had taken 41 deer 
as of Tuesday, following the season 
opener Saturday. Thirty-five were har-
vested with a bow and arrow, and the 
rest by crossbow. Livingston County 
has reported 29 deer. 
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STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County handed 

the keys to its offense to a 
sophomore Friday night, and 
Conner Poindexter made his 
first varsity start one to re-
member. 

After a sluggish opening 
half that saw the Rockets net 
only 11 rushing yards, Crit-
tenden shifted gears. Aban-
doning the single-wing look it 
experimented with last week, 
the Rockets spread the field 
and let Poindexter use both 
his legs and arm to guide the 
attack. The result was a 27-8 
victory over Webster County, 
the first win of the season for 
the Rockets (1-2). 

Poindexter accounted for 
two touchdowns and some 
critical first downs on the 
ground, helping CCHS move 
the chains after halftime.  

“We switched to the single 
wing in the second quarter 
and that didn’t really work 
out so they went back to the 
10-personnel stuff,” Poindex-
ter said. “Coach said I need 
you to get some big runs and 
I need you to be smart with 
the football. So that’s what I 
did.” 

The Rockets’ only first-half 
spark came from senior Trae 
Taylor, who delivered a near 
record-setting 97-yard kick-
off return late in the second 
quarter to answer Webster’s 
lone touchdown, which fol-
lowed a Crittenden fumble. 
Taylor’s runback was the 
second longest in school his-
tory and the program’s best 
in five seasons. It kept CCHS 
from trailing at halftime 
against a team it’s tradition-
ally handled with ease. The 
Rockets have now won 37 of 
its 51 games all-time against 
Webster dating back to 1972. 
Crittenden has never lost to 
the Trojans when it has 
scored at least 14 points. The 
Rockets beat WCHS for the 

16th straight time. 
Once the spread offense 

clicked, the Rockets got pro-
duction from multiple 
sources. Poindexter’s 23-yard 
touchdown run and Taylor’s 
3-yard plunge in the third 
quarter sealed the game. 

Defensively, CCHS was 
lights out. Webster finished 
with just 17 yards in the sec-
ond half and did not com-
plete a pass all night. Eli 
Lovell and Brayden Poindex-
ter picked off throws, and Jay 
Stevenson tallied three tack-
les for loss.  

“Defensively, I thought Jay 
Stevenson had a heck of a 
night. He just exploded in 
that second half and made a 
difference,” coach Gaige 
Courtney said. 

Courtney also pointed to 
Taylor’s kickoff return as the 
turning point.  

“That really got us going,” 
he said. “Conner did a good 
job. The first start is tough as 
a quarterback. That’s a lot of 
pressure and I thought he 
handled it very well.” 

Crittenden will host Union 

City, Tenn., this Friday. The 
west Tennessee powerhouse 
will be a new opponent for 
the Rockets. The team is hop-
ing starting QB Quinn Sum-
mers and its record-setting 
receiver Caden Howard will 
be back in the lineup after 
missing the last two games. 
Union City is a four-time 
Tennessee state champion, 
but off to a 1-2 start. The 
team has been in the state 
quarterfinals the past three 
seasons. 

 
SCORE BY QUARTER 
Webster County       0      8      0    0 
Crittenden County    7      6     14   0 
SCORING PLAYS 
C-Noah Byford 5 pass from Conner 
Poindexter (Mitchell Brown kick) 9:46, 1st 
W-Ty Phillips 12 run (Hayden Wright 
run) :36, 2nd 
C-Trae Taylor 97 kickoff return (Adri 
Berry kick failed) :21, 2nd 
C-Poindexter 23 run (Brown kick) 8:56, 3rd 
C-Taylor 3 run (Brown kick) 2:05, 3rd 
TEAM TOTALS 
First Downs: CCHS 11, WCHS 5 
Penalties: CCHS 6-50, WCHS 12-75 
Rushing: CCHS 31-117, WCHS 40-145 
Passing: CCHS 10-15-1, 94; WCHS 0-2-2 

Total Yards: CCHS 211, WCHS 145 
Fumbles/Lost: CCHS  1-1, WCHS 3-1 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing 
CCHS: Taylor 18-48, Eli Lovell 3-18, 
Joel Bumpus 3-12, Poindexter 7-39. 
WCHS: Daniel Perez 2-(-18), Phillips 
13-50, Andrew Boucher 1-5, Gator 
Jones 7-17, Dylan Poe 7-24, Tyler 
Kautzman 5-49, Wright 5-18. 
Passing 
CCHS: Poindexter 9-14-1, 86; Taylor 
1-1-0, 8. WCHS: Wright 0-2-0. 
Receiving 
CCHS: Lovell 2-43, Dokota Sosh 2-23, 
Davis Perryman 1-1, Byford 4-22, Tay-
lor 1-5. 
Defense 
Brandsasse 5 solos, 3 assists, TFL; 
Hall solo; Pierson 3 solos, 3 assists, 
TFL; B.Poindexter 6 solos, 8 assists, 
TFL, interception; D.Sosh 2 solos; 
Stevenson 5 solos, assist, 4 TFLs; 
Taylor 2 solos, assist; Byford 5 solos, 
assist; Musser 2 assists; Rich 2 solos; 
Curnel 2 solos, fumble recovery; Lovell 
4 solos, interception; Bumpus 6 solos, 
2 assists, 2 TFLs. 
Players of the Game: Offense Eli 
Lovell, Defense Brayden Poindexter, 
Jay Stevenson, Joel Bumpus. Line-
man Braydin Brandsasse, Special 
Teams Trae Taylor. 
Records: Crittenden 1-2, Webster 0-3 

PHOTO BY ALLISON EVANS 
Rocket receiver Noah Byford picks up yards after a tap pass from during Crittenden County’s 
victory Friday night at home against Webster County.

Sophomore QB gets keys to offense

LADY ROCKETS SOCCER 

Crittenden County’s girls’ soccer team is off to the best 
start of any Rocket fall sport, improving to 6-3 after an 
8-0 shutout of Union County on Monday. 

Junior Kylie Bloodworth scored five goals, while sopho-
more Adri Berry added two and senior Ella Geary chipped 
in one. Assists came from Geary (2), Berry (2) and sopho-
more Haley Moore (1). Junior goalkeeper Macibelle Hard-
esty had two saves and picked up her first shutout of the 
season. 

The Lady Rockets traveled to Hopkins Central (8-1) on 
Tuesday. Results were not available at press time. 

Crittenden cruised to a 9-1 home victory last week 
over Union County. Geary led the Rockets with three 
goals and two assists. Senior Mollie Blazina added one 
goal, Bloodworth scored twice with an assist, junior Ruby 
Peek netted one goal with an assist, and Berry had two 
goals and an assist. Hardesty made two saves in the win 
which came on Tuesday, Sept. 2. 

 

LADY ROCKETS VOLLEYBALL 

Crittenden County dropped a pair of volleyball matches 
last week, falling to Henderson County 3-0 on Sept. 4 
and to Heritage Christian of Hopkinsville 2-0 in the All 
“A” Regional Tournament at Livingston Central on Sept. 6. 

Against Henderson, the Lady Rockets came up short 
25-13, 26-24, 25-13. In tournament play, they lost to 
Heritage Christian 26-24, 25-21. CCHS went into the 
tournament as the defending champion. Crittenden is 
now 4-8 on the season. 

 

CRITTENDEN COUNTY GOLF 

Crittenden County’s boys’ golf team got a nice win 
Monday at Deer Lakes, edging Caldwell County by five 
strokes behind continued strong play of Cash Singleton. 
Dawson Springs also competed in the event. 

The Rockets posted a team score of 189, led by Single-
ton’s 45 as medalist. Mitchell Brown shot 46, Bentley 
Rushing 48, Jaxton Duncan 50 and Hudson Stokes 51. 
Caldwell finished at 194. Scott Cochran paced the Tigers 
with a 45, but he lost top honors on a countback. 

CCHS senior Georgia Holeman shot a 53 in girls’ com-
petition while Abby Korzenborn was on her heels with a 
54. 

Crittenden County’s boys’ defeated Union County in a 
three-way match last Thursday at Morganfield. The Rock-
ets posted a team score of 186, led by Duncan’s medalist 

round of 45. Singleton carded a 46, Stokes shot 47, 
Rushing 48 and Levi Quertermous 49. Union County fin-
ished at 190 and Dawson Springs placed third with a 
team total of 264. In girls’ action Holeman and Korzen-
born each shot 49s for CCHS while Union’s Elizabeth 
Hancock medaled with a 43. 

 

CCHS CROSS COUNTRY 

For the Lady Rockets, Addie Nelson placed 38th in 
26:03 to pace Crittenden County runners at Saturday’s 5K 
at the McCracken County Invitational in Paducah. She was 
followed by Ella Whitney 44th in 26:43, London McCord 
57th in 30:14 and Hannah Whitney 62nd in 33:29. 

On the boys’ side, Crittenden’s Chad “CJ” Nelson fin-
ished 27th in 19:09, Noah Martinez 28th in 19:11 and 
River Rogers 44th in 19:50. Livingston Central was repre-
sented by Brayden Keeling, who placed 85th in 22:58, 
and Jesse Sharp, who was 109th in 32:48.

CRITTENDEN COUNTY FALL SPORTS ROUNDUP

PHOTOS BY GREG PERRYMAN and DEONA MCCORD 
Lady Rocket freshman Grayson Travis (left) blocks a shot by 
Henderson County’s Lilly Payne during action last Thursday. 
Pictured at right are cross country runners Addie Nelson and 
Ella Whitney leading the way for CCHS.

PHOTO BY CHRIS EVANS 
Crittenden County’s Hayden Peak (25) and Ruby Peek (6) work 
to control the ball during a recent soccer match in Marion. 
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STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Ex-

tension Service is start-
ing a new 4-H Fishing 
Club this fall for youth 
ages 9-18. The club will 
meet Sept. 23 and 30 
and Oct. 14 and 21 from 
3:45 to 5:15 p.m. Partici-
pants will learn how to 
select rods, reels and 
tackle, practice knot 
tying and casting, and 

study fish species and 
water safety. 

Participants will also 
be fishing on each date at 
a small Crittenden 
County lake that in-
cludes a fishing pier. 
Those who register will 
be provided directions to 
the location which is a 
short drive from town. 

Bait and tackle will be 
provided, and some poles 

are available, though 
participants may bring 
their own. Youth age 16 
and older must have a 
valid fishing license. 

Cost is $5, and space is 
limited. Registration is 
required by calling the 
Extension office at 270-
965-5236. Members are 
expected to attend all 
four meetings. 

STAFF REPORT 
Kentucky hunters may 

find better conditions 
this fall thanks to a 
strong crop of white oak 
acorns across the region, 
a critical food source for 
deer, turkeys and other 
wildlife. 

A local forester says 
that after a lighter mast 
year in 2024, white oaks 
appear to be “really 
loaded down” this sea-
son. Acorns, hickory 
nuts and other mast help 
sustain wildlife heading 
into winter and influence 
game movement during 
hunting seasons. 

“Mast” is the term biol-
ogists use to describe 
nuts produced by forest 
trees. White oaks, red 
oaks, hickories, beech 
and black walnuts are 
among the most impor-
tant mast producers in 
Kentucky. The University 
of Kentucky Cooperative 
Extension Service recog-
nizes four native species 
of white oaks in the state 
– white oak, bur oak, 
chestnut oak and 
chinkapin oak. 

White oaks are espe-
cially valuable because 
their acorns are less bit-

ter than 
those of 
red oaks, 
w h i c h 
c o n t a i n 
h i g h e r 
t a n n i n 
levels.  

“ F o r 
d e e r , 
white oak 
acorns contain less tan-
nin so they’re sweeter, 
they taste better to deer 
so they will preference 
white oak,” said Canaan 
Dugger, a forester with 
the Kentucky Division of 
Forestry. 

Dugger said his field 
visits this summer sug-
gest that white oaks are 
faring better than red 
oaks.  

“Everything I’ve been 
seeing right now, they’re 
really loaded down,” he 
said. Last year, he noted, 
the state nursery in 
Calvert City collected 
mostly black walnuts be-
cause white oaks pro-
duced poorly. 

Acorn crops are notori-
ously variable. Late 
freezes, heavy rains dur-
ing pollination or 
droughts in midsummer 
can wipe out much of the 

production. Dugger said 
he is watching to see how 
this year’s dry conditions 
may affect mast quality, 
since acorns stressed by 
heat and drought are 
more vulnerable to wee-
vils and other pests. 

The Kentucky Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources conducts an 
annual mast survey, 
walking the same routes 
each year to check for 
nut production. Last 
fall’s survey showed just 
42 percent of white oaks 
with acorns, compared to 
79 percent of red oaks 
and 44 percent of hicko-
ries. 

The impact on hunters 
can be significant. When 
mast is plentiful, deer 
and turkeys feed almost 
anywhere, making them 
harder to pattern. Sparse 
mast, on the other hand, 
concentrates wildlife 
near fewer food sources 
and increases hunter 
success. 

Dugger said hunters 
and landowners should 
think beyond acorns 
alone.  

“It’s really important to 
think about the white 
oaks in the fall, but you 

have got consider all the 
time in the spring and 
summer and think about 
what deer are eating 
then,” he said. Practices 
such as timber stand im-
provement and stump 
sprouting can provide 
valuable browse during 
antler growth and fawn-
ing seasons, he said. 

For those hoping to 
plant white oaks, Dugger 
said patience is required.  

“For a good white oak 
tree, I mean you’re look-
ing probably a couple 
decades,” before it pro-

duces acorns. That’s why 
he encourages people to 
manage existing stands.  

“It’s always worth try-
ing to work with what 
you got,” he said. Such 
practices include remov-
ing unwanted and inva-
sive tree species. 

This fall, though, 
prospects are encourag-
ing. Hunters heading to 
the woods may well find 
the forest floor crunching 
with one of wildlife’s most 
important food sources – 
white oak acorns. 

 
Dugger

Middler Softball 
Crittenden County Middle School closes out its fall softball season Thursday with a 
road trip to Webster County. The team incudes (front from left) Scarlett Bock, Callie 
Hildebrand, Elizabeth Greenwell, London McCord, Danielle Farmer, Whitley Lovan, 
Kinley Copeland, (middle)  Brooklyn Lovell, Brandie Hackney, Mattie Moss, Em-
maShae Holland, Karlee Jent, Blakelee Gardner, Aubry Odom, Kora Belle Penn, Aria 
Kinnis, (back) Coach Stephanie Galusha, Assistant Coach Chad Nelson, Addie Nel-
son, Catelynn Maddux, Fiona Louden, Mela Penn, Isabel Geary, Kaylynn Little, As-
sistant Coach Matt Jent and Graduate Assistant Coach Jaycee Champion.

Local forester says nuts are aplenty this fall

Your mes-
sage seen 
by thou-
sands every 
day? Con-
nect with 
the Bird. 

Learn to fish, select rod & bait

City of Marion crews have been locating and repairing water line leaks, which 
has taken on greater importance as the town continues to suffer from its more 
than three-year-old water crisis. Pictured above is City Maintenance Supervisor 
Greg Tabor working to repair a leak that began oozing up from beneath West Bel-
lville Street. Tabor said a company hired to help locate leaks has found 18. He 
characterized them as “small leaks” that are within the city’s ability to repair, so 
no further contracting may be necessary. At the August Marion City Council 
meeting, it was noted that Marion’s current water loss is just above 25 percent. 
During the early stages of the crisis, those losses were approaching 50 percent, 
then were reduced to around 18 percent. However, recent conditions have been 
favorable for water line breaks, keeping the city maintenance crew busy.
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STAFF REPORT 
Kentucky Supreme 

Court Justice Shea Nick-
ell brought both history 
and a vision of the future 
when he addressed the 
Crittenden County 
Chamber of Commerce 
Leadership Breakfast last 
week, telling community 
leaders that Marion 
could one day host the 
state’s highest court. 

Nickell, who was 
keynote speaker, spoke 
broadly about how Ken-
tucky’s judicial system 
works, the role of the 
Supreme Court and the 
challenges of balancing 
public perception, poli-
tics and the rule of law. 
He also drew parallels be-
tween Kentucky’s long 
legal history and the on-
going construction of 
Crittenden County’s new 
justice center, a project 
now moving steadily to-
ward completion. 

Nickell noted that jus-
tices are sometimes por-
trayed as activists or 
politicians in robes, but 
he pushed back against 
that idea, describing the 
Supreme Court as a ref-
eree bound by the rule of 
law. The public may not 
always agree with deci-
sions, he said, but the 
court’s responsibility is 
to apply statutes faith-
fully and provide consis-
tency. “We’re not always 
right,” Nickell told the 
audience, “but we are al-
ways final.” 

That finality, he ex-
plained, is vital for Ken-
tucky businesses, 
schools and local govern-
ments, who rely on stable 
interpretation of the law 
in order to plan for the 
future. By maintaining 
independence from parti-
san influence, the court 
gives citizens confidence 
that rulings are rooted in 
legal principles rather 
than politics or popular-
ity. 

From there, Nickell 
turned his attention to 
Crittenden County. He 
recounted the history of 
local courthouses, from 
the 1842 structure to the 
brick building completed 
in 1961 and torn down 
last year. Those build-
ings, he said, were sym-
bols of justice for their 
generations, and the new 

justice center will serve 
that same role for 
decades to come. The 
modern facility will not 
only resolve security con-
cerns, such as victims, 
witnesses and defen-
dants being forced to use 
the same stairwells, but 
will also provide a safer 
and more efficient space 
for court personnel, at-
torneys and the public. 

He also predicted that 
the new construction in 
downtown will likely gen-
erate further economic 
investment.  

“It has for other com-
munities,” he said. 

Nickell’s comments 
sparked excitement when 
he suggested that Mar-
ion’s facility could host 
the Kentucky Supreme 
Court once it is finished 
in early 2027. Because 
the state capitol in 
Frankfort is undergoing 
extensive renovations, a 
project that could last up 
to a decade, the high 
court has begun an ini-
tiative to hold sessions in 
other parts of Kentucky. 
Nickell said justices want 
to bring their work closer 
to the people they serve, 
and Marion’s new justice 
center would be an ideal 
location. 

“You’re going to have a 
freestanding judicial fa-
cility” that could welcome 
the state’s highest court, 
he said. That’s never 
happened here before. 

Crittenden County 
Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom followed Nickell 
at the podium, offering a 
detailed update on con-
struction. While demoli-

tion of the old courthouse 
took longer than antici-
pated and buildup of the 
subsoil caused some ini-
tial delays, Newcom said 
the project has picked up 
momentum. Much of the 
structural foundation is 
now in place as elevator 
shafts rise above the job 
site. 

The facility, officials 
say, will be more secure 
with holding areas that 
will keep inmates sepa-
rated from the public and 
judges. Those features, 
Newcom explained, were 
a high priority because of 
the problems the county 
had faced in the former 
courthouse. 

Design details have 
also started to take 
shape. Officials recently 
chose a deep red brick for 
the exterior, a color se-
lected to blend well with 
downtown Marion while 
giving the building a clas-
sic but modern look. 
Roofing will be black and 
window treatments have 
been finalized as well, 
with Newcom noting that 
small touches – such as 
window blinds that meet 
code but are also practi-
cal – were the subject of 
much discussion during 
recent planning sessions. 

At roughly 34,000 
square feet, the justice 

center will be far larger 
and more functional than 
its predecessor. It will 
also stand as one of the 
most significant con-
struction projects in 
downtown Marion in 
decades. Designed by 
Sherman Carter Barn-
hart Architects and man-
aged by Pinnacle 
Construction, the build-
ing is expected to be 
complete by early 2027 
and ready to occupy that 
spring after fixtures and 
furnishings are installed. 

Newcom said one of the 
most important aspects 
of the project has been 
maintaining communica-

tion between local lead-
ers, the Administrative 
Office of the Courts and 
the contractor. Although 
the scale of the project 
required adjustments 
along the way, he said 
the overall progress has 
been steady and positive. 

The justice center, 
Newcom added, will not 
only serve the legal sys-
tem but will also stand as 
an anchor for downtown 
revitalization. By replac-
ing a building that was 
no longer functional with 
one that is secure, effi-
cient and architecturally 
appealing, he believes it 
will bring lasting value to 
the community. 

Nickell underscored 
that point by placing the 
courthouse project in a 
larger context. Across 
Kentucky, he said, more 
than a dozen judicial fa-
cilities are under con-
struction or renovation. 
Each represents an in-
vestment not only in 
bricks and mortar but in 
the rule of law itself. By 
providing safe and func-
tional spaces for courts, 
the state strengthens its 
ability to administer jus-

tice fairly. 
Crittenden County’s 

new justice center, he 
said, is part of that 
legacy. Its presence could 
also bring statewide at-
tention if the Supreme 
Court does, in fact, con-
vene in Marion. Such a 
session would mark a 
milestone for the county 
and give local residents 
an opportunity to witness 
oral arguments before 
the state’s highest court. 

“I'm hoping to bring the 
Supreme Court down 
here,” the justice said. 

The idea drew nods 
from many in atten-
dance, who recognized 
the significance of such a 
possibility. For a county 
of fewer than 9,000 resi-
dents, hosting the state’s 
high court would be a 
historic honor. 

The justice center is 
still around 18 months 
from completion, but you 
can watch its live daily 
progress. A camera sta-
tioned across the street is 
linked to the internet and 
provides a continuous 
video stream. A link can 
be found at The Press 
Online.

Could supreme court hear arguments in Marion?

Work on the courthouse is coming along this summer. It’s expected to be ready for occupation in 2027.

Courthouse Watch 
The QR Code above links 

to a live camera trained on 
the courthouse project

Supreme Court Justice 
Shae Nickell covered a 
number of topics during 
his visit with the Chamber 
of Commerce.

 Justice Shae Nickell leads singing of My Old Kentucky Home during last week’s breakfast.
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cility” that could welcome 
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he said. That’s never 
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structural foundation is 
now in place as elevator 
shafts rise above the job 
site. 
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with holding areas that 
will keep inmates sepa-
rated from the public and 
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Newcom explained, were 
a high priority because of 
the problems the county 
had faced in the former 
courthouse. 
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lected to blend well with 
downtown Marion while 
giving the building a clas-
sic but modern look. 
Roofing will be black and 
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with Newcom noting that 
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code but are also practi-
cal – were the subject of 
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struction projects in 
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decades. Designed by 
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aged by Pinnacle 
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ing is expected to be 
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and ready to occupy that 
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Newcom said one of the 
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of the project has been 
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tion between local lead-
ers, the Administrative 
Office of the Courts and 
the contractor. Although 
the scale of the project 
required adjustments 
along the way, he said 
the overall progress has 
been steady and positive. 
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Newcom added, will not 
only serve the legal sys-
tem but will also stand as 
an anchor for downtown 
revitalization. By replac-
ing a building that was 
no longer functional with 
one that is secure, effi-
cient and architecturally 
appealing, he believes it 
will bring lasting value to 
the community. 

Nickell underscored 
that point by placing the 
courthouse project in a 
larger context. Across 
Kentucky, he said, more 
than a dozen judicial fa-
cilities are under con-
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Each represents an in-
vestment not only in 
bricks and mortar but in 
the rule of law itself. By 
providing safe and func-
tional spaces for courts, 
the state strengthens its 
ability to administer jus-

tice fairly. 
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new justice center, he 
said, is part of that 
legacy. Its presence could 
also bring statewide at-
tention if the Supreme 
Court does, in fact, con-
vene in Marion. Such a 
session would mark a 
milestone for the county 
and give local residents 
an opportunity to witness 
oral arguments before 
the state’s highest court. 

“I'm hoping to bring the 
Supreme Court down 
here,” the justice said. 

The idea drew nods 
from many in atten-
dance, who recognized 
the significance of such a 
possibility. For a county 
of fewer than 9,000 resi-
dents, hosting the state’s 
high court would be a 
historic honor. 
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still around 18 months 
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tioned across the street is 
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provides a continuous 
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